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New Era College aims to be a leading STEM education provider and to meet this end established a STEM
department in 2018, which is led by two Alumni of the College who are employed as STEM engineers. The STEM
department is responsible for spearheading STEM activities on campus, complementing the curriculum, as well
as selling DIY STEM kits to schools and students.

The Ghodrati Foundation is a private non-government organization founded by Mr and Mrs Ghodrati aimed to make a lasting
impact on young Batswana through different charitable initiatives. Since its founding in 2018, the Foundation has assisted
with various projects such as supporting the Journey of Hope Cancer Awareness Project, contributing towards the National
COVID-19 Relief Fund, as well as partnering with New Era College to provide the tuition fees for some well deserving and
underprivileged young Batswana.

The STEM department is housed at the Colleges tinkering lab, which is a space dedicated for sharpening STEM
skills through experimenting with and assembling different projects. The STEM lab is always open for students to
come and “tinker” in their spare time or do research for their final year projects.

On the 26th of November 2020, the Foundation launched its Sports Scholarship aimed at helping six young athletes in
Botswana to attain an education in recognition of their astound athletic abilities, by providing them with full scholarships to
New Era College. The launch and orientation session was attended by the parents of the athletes as well as representatives
from the different sporting clubs they are affiliated with, Botswana Athletics Associations and Lion’s Den Athletics club.

Recently the STEM department launched a STEM club for students as well as beginning their search for STEM
associates who will be working part-time with the STEM department. The role of a STEM associate will be to
have a full understanding of the different STEM kits and their principles so that they can equally teach their peers
throughout the College and also to give them an appreciation of advanced STEM concepts.

Giving the welcome address to the new students, The CEO of the College, Professor A. Thapisa said, “We need to emulate
what other countries are doing where students can earn scholarships through their sporting abilities. Sport is very important
to society as it teaches discipline and unites people. These are the types of traits and beliefs we hope to see in our students.”
Giving his word to the sponsored students, the senior Vice President from Botswana Athletics Association, Mr Theetso said,
“Of all the athletes in the country, you five (5) have been chosen to receive this scholarship so you must be very proud and
represent us well as you are ambassadors of our sporting codes.” He further went on to detail the plight of athletes in the
country, especially since COVID-19 hit a lot of sports stars not having any other means of empowering themselves.

The current cohort of STEM associates will be the second batch taken on by the department after a successful
pilot batch. To be eligible to become a STEM associate one has to be a student of New Era College.
To learn more about the position, visit: https://www.neweracollege.ac.bw/newera-career
We request that faculty members inform and encourage interested students to apply for the
position at stem@neweracollege.ac.bw

The five athletes were sponsored for the College’s Advanced Diploma in Accommodation Operations Services and Bachelor
of Engineering in Electrical and Electronics programmes. Comprising two women and three men, the five athletes all have
a strong athletic background specializing in 100m and 200m distance races. New Era College is a member of BOTESSA
and regularly sees its students being included as the top achievers in the country. This new crop of athletes will continue
contributing to both the College and nation, and hopefully add to the Colleges medal count.
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By Kgosi Moremong
New Era College is renowned for having a strong Corporate Social Responsibility (CRS) agenda and has in the past been
recognized for their efforts, through winning an award crowing the College, the best CSR organization of 2018. This spirit
of giving back to the community was especially felt during the 10 Year Anniversary Celebrations where all members of staff
spearheaded a charitable deed for the community.

By Kgosi Moremong
The new semester that was scheduled to begin this past August, was delayed by close to a month due to a series
of disruptions. The COVID-19 induced lockdowns were one of the reasons that the College had to push back the
commencement dates and further delays were caused by an unauthorized student strike led by a faction of the
student’s representative’s council. The situation was concluded after a lengthy process which internally resulted
in the dissolution of the 2020/2021 Student Representative Council.

This spirit of giving back has even spilled over to the students of New Era College who have found it fit to band their efforts
together to form an official CSR Club that will be driven by students, but welcomes contributions from staff as well.
The College CSR club is currently spearheaded by three (3) young ladies from the AOS department who are completing
their advanced diploma. Speaking of their inspiration to form a CSR club, one of the young students explained, “We are
really lucky to have grown up with the privilege of good support structures, such as supportive parents and we realized
when we got to College that others are not so blessed. We found it necessary to give back to those in need where we
could.”
The novice club has already embarked on an amazing feat of championing the rights of the girl child and preserving their
dignity through having access to clean and safe menstrual solutions. The club recently held a sanitary towel donation drive
on campus and delivered the proceeds to an orphanage in Tlokweng called SOS Village.

The student body cannot exist without a recognized leadership body, therefore the situation necessitated that an
interim committee be installed with the purposes of managing a transition period until the new Council is elected
by the entire student body in 2021. Class representatives were engaged in the process to rebuild the leadership
body, through them sourcing nominations from their different classes for students who showed exemplary
leadership qualities.
Through this process a shortlist of names was collected, and from amongst them a committee was chosen. The
interim committee is led by Obakeng Mogape , who is a third year EEE student. Giving his opinion on what his
interim committee intends to achieve he said: “ I would just like to see the relations between management and
students smoothed out such that there is a friendly, open atmosphere where students’ concerns can be heard
and taken into consideration when action concerning the students is taken.”
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The young ladies, Joyce Simiyu, Botsalo Lepotokisi and Grace Bokhutso are exemplary young leaders who hope to inspire
other students and members of the College in general to practice the process of empowering the less fortunate with the aim
of building a stronger and more supportive society.
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JANUARY
Kgosi Moremong
15/01

JANUARY
Elives Mugadza
05/01

JANUARY
Kyven Gondwe
12/01

Don’t binge!
This has not been an easy year with all the
lockdowns that COVID has brought on us.
Many people have had to go without a
lot of things they consume regularly. The
festive season typically comes with a lot
of celebrations and the urge to binge on
food, and alcohol will be at its peak. Avoid
overindulging as a way of compensating on all
that missed time!

Spend Quality time with family
Mental health is becoming a
pertinent issue in our workplaces
as we have become more aware
as a society of its implications and
overall effect on your health. The
festive period allows everyone the
opportunity to unplug from the
work demands and they should
focus their time on things that bring
them joy, such as family. Cherish
these moments as they don’t come
often.

Read a book
In the same way that you should
keep your body active so it doesn’t
deteriorate, the brain is equally a
muscle that needs to be worked
regularly, otherwise it loses its
efficiency. You will have a lot of free
time on your hands where you would
otherwise be engaged with work, pick
up an interesting novel and exercise
your mind.

JANUARY
Subitha Sivakumar
23/01

JANUARY
LEANA BETTERIDGE
26/01

DECEMBER
Neo Lebopo
02/12

JANUARY
Daruosh Ghodrati
15/01

JANUARY
Kyven Gondwe
12/01

Stay active
You are in due for a well-deserved break after
11 long months of a very long year. Avoid
spending the entire holiday as a couch potato
as you will not only pack on the weight, you
may just get used to the lazy life and find it
difficult breaking this pattern once you return
to work in January. So do the minimal, take a
daily 20 min walk, play football with the kids,
just do something that will make you sweat!
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Stay Safe, stay indoors
The best thing you can do for your health this year is to try and keep it
away from risk of getting COVID-19. The number of cases in our country
is growing rapidly and the festive season will probably lead to an
increase due to increased movement of people and socializing. Keep
yourself out of harm’s way by avoiding crowded places such as malls and
limiting unnecessary travel. Follow all the COVID-19 protocols but the
best way to avoid it is to avoid people, so STAY HOME AND STAY SAFE!
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JANUARY
Kyven Gondwe
12/01

JANUARY
Olebogeng Aron
30/01

JANUARY
Mrs.Remya Krishnan
05/01
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2020

Communications
Ms Bame Kgwarae
Contributors
Ms Omphile Visagie
Ms Deena Ghodrati
Ms Maipelo Montshiwa
Mr Kgosi Moremong
Creative Studio
Mr Sylvester I Tsheole

If you would like to be involved or share a story
in the next newsletter, contact Bame Kgwarae
at bkgwarae@neweracollege.ac.bw
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