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MEGA-STRUCTURES
ARRIVE ON NEW ERA
COLLEGE CAMPUS

New Era College has recently made a
new addition to its wonderful campus
in the form of two mega-structures that
have been erected in front of the new
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BY: ONE CHABAESELE
STEM stands for Science Technology
Engineering and Mathematics. The New Era
College STEM programme targets students
with the hopes of exposing and integrating
STEM principles through practical & tinkering
lab sessions. New Era College’s long term
intention is to ensure that students entering
the education system in Botswana have the
opportunity to learn and explore with the
pre-engineering training and to establish
tinkering labs and innovation centers in
schools around Botswana. It aims to empower
students to innovate and create a new breed
of scientists and engineers.

STEM ENGINEER
Keitumetse Neo Modipane

BY: KGOSI MOREMONG
New Era College has recently made a new addition to its wonderful campus in the
form of two mega-structures that have been erected in front of the new administration
building. The structures are the creation of a young Motswana artisan who collects
scrap metals and turns them into fascinating works of art. The Kgatleng native from
the Village of Malotwane adds this megastructure to his long list of creations which
started with a 10 meter tall, 2 ton robot structure called Kajumo which the College
assisted him in transporting from his workshop to the 2018 Botswana consumer fair.
The structures that he has built for the college are a pair of giant feet that consist of
all sorts of metal cut offs from radiators to steel doors and even a spade. The feet are
symbolic of the journey of a student of New Era College as they walk through the
hallowed halls of the College onwards to a career in Engineering.
According to the artist, Kabelo Morokotso, “This artwork aims to symbolize what New
Era College stands for as it is a technical Engineering College and this art piece required
application of the STEM principles. From calculating the weight of the structure to the
welding process, it is all STEM in action.”

We have seen this in New Era College, as the
college has hired two women who are
full-fledged STEM engineers in the STEM
Education and Technology Unit. Keitumetse
Neo Modipane is one of the STEM engineers
and here is what we can learn about her field.
1. Tell us about STEM, what is STEM?
“It is science technology engineering math, it’s
all these principles as a whole because they
go hand in hand, and it doesn’t necessarily
focus on one.”

What are some of the benefits of
STEM to students?
What does STEM mean to the girl child? “Students are usually taught theory in class,
Systematically, women and girls are tracked STEM helps them with the practical part of
away from science and math making them what they learn in class.”
male dominated fields. Offering ladies equal
opportunities to seek after and flourish in 3. What are the challenges you face
STEM vocations helps narrow the gender pay
being a woman in STEM?
gap. The gender gap is caused by numerous “First of all people feel like it’s a man’s work,
factors some being;
they feel as a woman you can’t cope. There
is that gap that makes people think it’s a male
Sexual orientation stereotypes: STEM dominated. Sometimes when you come out
fields are regularly seen as manly, instructors to present about technology or engineering
and guardians frequently think little of young as women, you find that you are mostly
women’s ability in math & science.
presenting to men and they think can we
really be taught by a woman? They feel the
Male dominated cultures: because fewer job is intense and as women you can’t cope.”
ladies study and work in STEM, these fields
are not supportive of or alluring to women 4. What advice or motivation can you
and minorities.
give to women who are interested
in STEM?
Few role models: young ladies have a few “If you have the passion, follow your heart.
good examples/role models to attract and Don’t listen to people saying it’s hard if it is
spark their interest in these fields. There are your passion go for it.”
few female researchers and designers in
books, media and mainstream society. There 5. What can be done to involve more
are significantly less good examples of
women in this field?
women in math and science.
“Let’s not discriminate. When we mention
someone’s gender that’s the thing that causes
In order to close the gender gap we as a separation. Let’s have gender equality.”
society can start by giving girls and women
the skills, abilities and confidence needed to
succeed in math and science related areas.
We also need to improve STEM education
and support for women and girls to start early
education in these areas. Organizations can
work to recruit, attract and hire women into
STEM majors and fields in colleges and
universities.
2.

Do take a moment out of your day to visit the amazing piece of engineering!
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PHODISO RAMPA QUALIFIES
FOR THE FISU GAMES
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DIRECTOR OF STUDENT
AFFAIRS FAREWELL
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BY: PHENYO SEMUMU
“Mothers” as she was affectionately known has said her last
goodbyes to her colleagues at large. During her tenure in
the college she was at the apex of the student services
ladder in the hierarchical structure. Mrs Seeletso was
adored by many in the college due to her kind and caring
tendencies. She served in the college for almost 7 years.
Her immense contribution shall not be overemphasized;
she served in various committees in the college and
marshalled her valuable input.
Her passion in the college was channeled to working with
the SRC and ensuring that her officers bring glory days to the
institution, she believed that student services is the home
of everybody and provided a conducive atmosphere for
everyone in the college hence the nickname mothers. We
shall be nostalgic of the fond memories we had with her.
The college would like to wish Mrs. Lydia Seeletso success
and happiness.

PHODISO RAMPA
1st year Accommodation
Operation Services

BY: PHENYO SEMUMU
Mr Phodiso Rampa is one of the beneficiaries
of the Ghodrati Foundation Sports
scholarship. He has succeeded in qualifying
for the World University Games which are to
be hosted in Zhengzhou, China in August
2022.
The Sports Scholarship is aimed at giving the
next generation of track and field stars an
opportunity to have a career choice beyond
the sporting field which has taken an extreme
hit because of Covid 19.

Rampa recorded a time of 20.63 seconds
to be the first to qualify in his discipline of
200m, Phodiso recorded his first sub 21 at
Potchefstroom, South Africa and continued
during the Botswana Athletics Association
national championships where he took
position two just some few meters away
from the global icon Mr. Isaac Makwala who
won the race. Phodiso continued with his
electrifying form at the Obert Itani Chilume
stadium at Francistown with his sub 21.

Mr. Rampa is now the third champion from
New Era College to qualify after Mr. Karabo
Mothibi and Mr. Thuto Masasa who qualified
in the 100m discipline. He also qualified for
the Senior African Championships which
were supposed to be held in Nigeria but
unfortunately due to the rising number of
COVID-19 statistics the whole project was
brought to its knees. Mr Rampa aims to bring
a medal from the FISU Games and attempt a
world championship qualification.

DIRECTOR OF
STUDENT AFFAIRS
FAREWELL
Mrs. Lydia Seeletso
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TEBOGO MOTLHABAPHUTI MAKES IT IN THE
BOTSWANA WOMEN CRICKET NATIONAL TEAM
JULY 2021 EDITION

BY: PHENYO SEMUMU
Tebogo Motlhabaphuti is a third year student pursuing her
Bachelor of Engineering in Telecommunications in New
Era College and she has successfully made into the final
selection of the Botswana Women cricket team.
With the scourge of COVID-19 having paralyzed all
sporting activities worldwide and the resumption of both
competitive sports and leisure in sports crawling at a snail
pace, only national teams are allowed to compete in the
midst of this pandemic and the selection tends to be
extremely difficult due lack of training which were
banned by the Government since the advent of Covid.
Nevertheless Tebogo defied all odds and shined amidst
all these resisting circumstances.
Tebogo was among the handful which were picked to
represent Botswana at Rwanda for the World cup qualifiers
in a two legged competition, the second leg will be in
Botswana where we hope the team wins.
Before Tebogo left she met with the College CEO,
Professor Amos Thapisa who showered her with blessings
and advised her about juggling sports and academics, she
also met the Managing Director Mr. Sobhani even after the
competition to discuss her trip and future plans.
We wish her well in her future endeavors.
BY: ONE CHABAESELE
To have a productive and energy-filled day
morning routines are essential. It allows us to
control our schedules and set the tone of the
day. Starting the day fresh helps us to focus on
what is in front of us and helps to prioritize our
time which ultimately increases productivity.
Other benefits of a morning routine are; it lowers
stress, boosts energy levels and helps develop
healthy habits. Individuals who practice morning
routines feel more grounded and confident. They
allow themselves to begin the day with peace
and a positive attitude. There are many things
we can do to start a regular morning routine.
Exercise improves your mental and physical
state from uptight to energetic. Gratitude simply
improves your attitude towards life. It takes you
from a state of ‘why is this happening to me ’or
‘what is this trying to teach me’. There are many
more morning routines you can try out that are
suitable for you.
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Here are 3 habits for productive morning
routines according to an article by University
College London;
1.

The 5 second rule: “if you have an impulse
to act on a goal, you must physically move
within 5 seconds or your brain will kill the
idea”- Mel Robbins. If you have a hard time
waking up or you are a serial snooze button
hitter try counting down 5 4 3 2 1 and
launch yourself into action like a spacecraft.

2.

Keep it consistent: do it every day to
actually reap the benefits. This is the
hardest part for most people. Some do
it as a routine for up to 3 days then quit.
It’s what separates the successful from the
rest of the pack

3.

STUDENT
OF THE MONTH
Tebogo
Motlhabaphuti

Plan ahead: A to do list helps in terms of
decision making. Write down your plans
for the day to make the best use of your
time and energy.

www.neweracollege.ac.bw

7

www.neweracollege.ac.bw

Highlights

NEC BRAND SHOP
JULY 2021 EDITION

JULY 2021 EDITION

BRAND

shop

WHAT’S
TRENDING IN
BOTSWANA
T/SHIRTS

P50.00

HOT
BY: BAME KGWARAE

The world is in the midst of a COVID-19 pandemic and
countries are fighting the virus off by vaccinating people.
Vaccines usually work by training and preparing the body’s
natural defences, the immune system to recognize and
fight off the viruses and bacteria they target.
As of 3 June 2021, WHO has evaluated that the following
vaccines against COVID-19 have met the necessary criteria
for safety and efficacy

•
•
•
•
•
•

AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine
Johnson and Johnson
Moderna
Pfizer/BionTech
Sinopharm
Sinovac

Let’s all be encouraged to register for vaccination. Register
for the vaccination here https://dhis2sms.gov.bw/
vaccine/

DRAWSTRING BAG

P15.00

STROBE BALL PEN

P5.00

#VaccinateBotswana

ACADEMIC EVENTS AUGUST 2021
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EVENTS

DATES

B-ENG Industrial Attachment

1 August 2021

Official Opening of the College

10 August 2021

Registration – All Returning Students

12 to 16 August 2021

Lessons Begins – All Returning Students

17 August 2021

Registration for Semester 1 (New Students)

17 to 20 August 2021

Orientation – New Students

20 August 2021

B-ENG Supplementary Examinations

18 to 23 August 2021

Lessons Begins – New Students

24 August 2021

Late Registration – New Students

25 to 27 August 2021

HAND SANITIZERS

P25.00

A5 NOTEBOOKS

P35.00

TO PURCHASE EMAIL:
marketing@neweracollege.ac.bw
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If you would like to be involved or
share a story in the next newsletter, contact
newslettercommittee@neweracollege.ac.bw
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