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NEW ERA COLLEGE
PARTICIPATES IN THE STEM
CONFERENCE IN ZAMBIA

BY: KGOSI MOREMONG

This past month, New Era College participated in the National Science
Week and STEM Festival 2021, hosted virtually under the theme
“Fueling Socio-Economic Transformation through STEM Awareness and
Innovation.”
The College, being the only private institution of higher learning
participating at this year’s festivities, showcased the combined prowess
of their students and staff in creating a technological solution for everyday
use for both commercial and non-commercial farmers, a Smart Water
Supply System. The system allows for farmers to automate the process
of supplying water for their farming processes especially for irrigation
and livestock consumption, from anywhere in the world using GSM
communications technology.
The innovation is inspired by the recent occurrence caused by the Covid-19
pandemic which has forced governments to implement hard lockdowns
and strict movement control orders. It was during these times that a lot of
farmers were unable to fully take care of their farm management including
feeding of livestock and irrigation of ploughed areas, resulting in poor
yield in the year 2020/2021 and famine in most parts of Botswana and
the world at large.
Speaking at the commencement of the STEM Festival, Minister of Tertiary
Education, Research, Science & Technology, Hon. Douglas Letsholathebe
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remarked, “The use of technologies at the work place and in our daily lives
has grown exponentially, our communities cannot therefore be left behind.
I therefore, challenge you, as educators and researchers, to continue to
mentor, guide, and teach our communities and prepare them for the
technology-driven economy of the future.”

New Era College of Arts, Science and Technology recently came on as a
platinum sponsor and participated in the First All-Africa STEM Awareness
Conference which was held in Lusaka, Zambia on the 23rd to the 24th
of September.
The aim of the Conference was to raise awareness on STEM education
and discuss possible STEM based solutions to address some of the most
pressing challenges facing Africa today. New Era College sent along its
team of STEM engineers who were led by Senior Lecturer for Electrical
and Electronics Mr. Fred Musunga.

“As an institution of higher learning, we are committed to being a
renowned center of excellence in STEM based education and continue
to equip young learners with 21st century skills in coding, robotics and
creative-solution based thinking. With the aim of growing our profile in
STEM Education, the college will be participating at the 1ST ANNUAL ALL
AFRICA STEM AWARENESS CONFERENCE 2021 billed for the 23rd and
24th of September 2021 in Lusaka, Zambia,” Kgosi Moremong from the
Marketing & Communications Department at the college said.

The College made a presentation on the use of STEM in Agriculture and
showcased some of the innovative solutions the team has come up with
for farmers. One such solution is an automated water management system
that uses GSM to communicate remotely with the farmer thus reducing
his constant need to be on site. Speaking during the presentation Mr.
Musunga mentioned that “the system is useful for both commercial and
non-commercial farmers. STEM solutions in Agriculture would increase
food yield and cement food security in African countries, taking in
consideration that Africa has a plethora of raw materials.”

New Era College offers young Batswana the opportunity to study towards
a career in STEM through their accredited Engineering programs which
produce Engineers recognized by the Engineers Registration Board (ERB)
upon graduation. The College offers Bachelors in Engineering majoring
in Telecommunications as well as Electrical and Electronics.

Skills in programming, robotics and electronics will be vital for the success
of every young learner who wishes to have a thriving career in the future job
market. New Era College prides itself on producing job ready graduates
who receive adequate industry training during the course of their studies
through their industrial attachment program.
New Era College and the Zambia STEM Foundation engaged in a
Memorandum of Agreement in 2020, with the goal to expand, exchange
and foster knowledge and insight in STEM education between regions.
Following the conference, the College STEM Engineers conducted
a special training for the Zambia STEM Foundation and University of
Zambia Engineering students, on the use of the College’s STEM kits and
technology. These innovation kits encourage learners to innovate on their
own and create their own unique solutions. Through extending these skills
to the Zambian STEM foundation, The College aims to promote STEM
education in marginalized student groups to improve livelihoods in African

A video of the Smart Water Supply System is available at the New Era
College Facebook page.

www.neweracollege.ac.bw
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Congratulations and a warm welcome to all new incoming students! We are
thrilled to be part of your educational journey. Whether you are a first-year,
returning student, or transfer student, you will find many opportunities to
enjoy campus life by learning, exploring, and engaging together.

Bachelor of Engineering in Electrical and Electronics student Tshenolo Mooketsi and Advanced Diploma in Engineering student
Tshegofatso Matalo recently represented the College at a Table Tennis Tournament held at BUAN. The tournament, which was
sponsored by FNBB, Phoenix Assurance and Stag International was a result of a partnership between Botswana Table Tennis
Association (BTTA) and Botswana Tertiary Schools Sport Association (BOTTESA). In the male category, Tshenolo scooped position
1 winning 4-0 in the final and walked away with a cash prize of P2000 and a P300 food voucher. Tshegofatso dominated in the
female category by also winning 4-0 in the final making them both the champions of the tournament.

At New Era College, we will do everything possible to ensure that you develop
your talents and interests to their fullest whilst you are here. College provides
an opportunity for you to achieve your true potential and a place where you
can realize your dreams. Our advice to you is take advantage of every day.
Try joining new clubs and activities, study smart, and make new friends. Get
to know your lecturers and most importantly get out of your comfort zone.
These experiences, and many others you will have during your time here,
will prepare you to make your mark on the world and develop who you are.

Both these exceptional talented players started playing table tennis in high school so their love for the sport only grew stronger
as they progressed academically. Speaking in an interview, when asked what advice they would give to those who wish to be
champions like them in whatever sport code, Tshenolo said, “Respect yourself and respect the people around you. Start with
your coaches and teachers.” Tshegofatso also remarked that, “you have to believe in yourself regardless of how tough the
competition may be. Also show up for training.’

COVID-19 precautions are taken very seriously and should be a priority for all
of us at New Era College. The college is monitoring the COVID-19 situation
closely and will continue to update its policies and procedures to prioritize
the health and safety of the college staff and students.
Your time here will be academically demanding but deeply rewarding if you are
willing to properly allocate time for your academic work and other activities.
We wish you a happy stay in New Era College.
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Aron Kabelo Moroka will never be forgotten
because the ones we love are never gone, they live
within our hearts. I offer my heartfelt thanks to you
and your family. May Aron kabelo Moroka’s soul be
at peace and comfort for you and your loved ones at
this difficult time and I offer my condolences to you
all. His gentle soul will always be in our
hearts- Catherine Tabona

shop

Friends, well-wishers, classmates and staff of
New Era College,
It is with great sadness that we gather here today
to pay tribute to one of our very own students, Mr
Aaron Moroka. Mr Moroka was a student who was
studying his Final Year in the department of Electrical
and Electronics.
As will be expected of any parent, there were hopes
placed on this young man which death has snatched
from us.
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Death when it is sudden can be difficult to
understand. Because of this sudden departure of our
dearly beloved son and student, many of us will be
filled with a variety of emotions which may include
shock. Sadness, and confusion.
Please know that the management and staff of New
Era College care about you and the feelings that you
may be experiencing at this time.

DRAWSTRING BAG

I would like to encourage any student who may be
affected by this demise, particularly his close
classmates and friends to talk with someone, the
staff and lecturers. We are always ready to provide
counsel to ensure that this sudden death of our
beloved friend and colleague, as we understand
that you may be passing through some confusion
and in shock.
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In this hour of darkness, loneliness and loss, we ask
you to find light and solace in the book of 2
CORINTHIANS 5: 1 ‘for we know that if our earthly
house of this tabernacle we dissolve/ destroyed,
we have a building of God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.’
May His soul rest in perfect peace and may God
continue to console every member of his family,
friends and colleagues. - Glory Ifiegbu.HOD,
Telecommunications Engineering
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If you would like to be involved or
share a story in the next newsletter, contact
newslettercommittee@neweracollege.ac.bw
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